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JEAN SCOTT

Brief account

Miss Jean Scott was the second one of two young women from the School of Bible Study who trained for two years at the Bible Training Institute in Glasgow (the other being Laura Gray) and finished there in July 1907.  She was farewelled from the Chapel on 6th January 1908, to sail for China with the China Inland Mission. Mr. Kemp was particularly interested in her going, because ‘she is one of our own ‘daughters’, having been ‘born again’ during our ministry.’ (Record, 1908, p. 17)

Fuller account

Miss Jean Scott said ‘Farewell’ to the Chapel at a meeting in the Chapel on Monday 6 January 1908, prior to sailing for China under the auspices of the China Inland Mission. (Details are given in the 1908 Record at p. 17.) Mr Kemp handed her a gift of £5 from the School of Bible Study. Special interest was attached to her going as she was one of the Chapel’s own ‘daughters’, having been ‘born again’ in the Chapel, as set out below.  Over a hundred went to the Railway Station for a final handshaking

At the ‘Farewell’, she told the story of her conversion and how she was led to give herself to the Lord for service in China. She said: ‘I remember the time when I first came to Charlotte Chapel. [Later given as February 1902 - Centenary Brochure, p. 25 - see comment below].  God began to deal with me then.  I knew I was not right with God.  For years I had been trying to do my best to live for God.  Month after month I became more miserable, until one Sunday night in that seat (pointing to the seat) when Mr Kemp was preaching on Rom. v. 10: ‘Much more being reconciled, we shall. be saved by His life.’ God spoke to me by His Spirit, and there and then I saw myself a black sinner before God. I don't know what happened after that, but I was told I made quite a ‘row’. When God deals with us we forget our surroundings.  

I did not get the assurance that night and I went home and for a few nights I was afraid to sleep lest I should rise up in hell.  I came to see Mr Kemp and other friends but I did not seem to be clear.  Not until the Thursday night did I get the assurance. I was on my knees and I did not rise until I got it.  The words came to me ‘simply trust’, and that moment the peace came into my soul.  It is there tonight just the same.  I received a letter from a friend after this, and at the top of it were the words’ simply trust’. It came as a double assurance that God had heard my prayer.  

In a few months after this, Mr Kemp, in the School of Bible Study, spoke on the Second Coming of Christ.  This gripped me as nothing else.  Christ was coming, there was so much to be done; He had saved me; what was I doing? I seemed to be doing so little, so I just yielded myself to Him to be anything He would want me to be.  Step by step the Lord led me until one night when Dr. and Mrs Howard Taylor were here speaking on China, God spoke to me again.  I had an awful dread of China.  I had read of the Boxer riots, and I always had a great fear that God would want me for that land. I knelt in the pew, and I said: ‘China or Nothing’. 

Shortly after that I spoke to the pastor and he gave me the address of the China Inland Mission. I arranged an interview with Mr. Graham Brown of the Glasgow office of the C.I.M, I went through, but did not find Mr Brown in. I felt glad in a way that perhaps after all, God did not want me there.  I had to go home then.  M brother was giving a lecture in the schoolhouse, and I had to do the reading, (my brother is in glory now). I went to Glasgow again but Mr. Brown was out. I was glad, I thought God did not want me. I became more miserable.  Ultimately the way for an interview opened. I was sent to the B.T.I, and if the way could be opened up I was to be enrolled as a student. I told Mr Kemp.  He said: ‘It is all right; God wants you and He will open up the way.’ I can truly say ‘Step by step He has led me.’ 

I went to the B.T.I. as a student.  For the first three months I could not concentrate my mind on the studies but God helped me and I got through the course. My visit to the C.I.M. Home in London has helped me very much. The meeting with Miss Soltau helped me greatly and I found out the simplicity of prayer. I knew what prayer was before and had received answers to prayer, but I never knew the simplicity of prayer - the moment by moment walking with God.  Oh! it is blessed; I shall always thank God for that experience.

To-night I would like to ask you to pray for me. The text In my mind is: ‘Rejoice evermore, Pray without ceasing.’ When we ‘Rejoice evermore’ we must ‘pray without ceasing.’ We must be continually walking in God's presence, practising day by day the presence of God.  I would just like to pass on to you the first sentence I learned in Chinese (Chinese quoted).  It means: ‘Two men - one heart - unity.’ I want you to be in unity in prayer for us who are in the forefront of the battle telling what Jesus has done for us, to those poor people in China, many of whom have never heard of Jesus and His love. ‘Pray without ceasing.’

Not yet reached China – Record 1908, p. 52.

First letter from her in China – Record 1908, p. 58. Detailed letter in Record 1908, p. 139.

Seriously ill, but now recovering – Record 1908, p. 156.

Record, 1907 p. 116; 1908 pp. 17, 47, 58, 156 (unwell); 1910 pp 50 (unwell), 82; 1912 p. 26; also Centenary Brochure p. 25. 

Ill again, but convalescing – March 1910, Record 1910, p. 50. Report on her work with the China Inland Mission at Wenchow at p. 82.

Full page report at Record 1912, p. 26.

Report, Record, 1913, p. 83.

Record, 1914, p. 3 – seriously ill, needs rest at home, will come as soon as fit for journey from Shanghai, can’t return to where she was but hopes to go elsewhere in China.

Speaking at opening of Girls Missionary Auxiliary on 6th October, 1914 (Record, 1914, p. 161).

On furlough, Record 1915, p. 50

Resolved to return to China and is now on her way, October 1919, Record, 1919, p. 179.

Not on Missionary List, 1924. In Record, 1926, p. 134, listed as ‘Former missionary of Charlotte Chapel’, in contrast to heading, ‘Returned after years’.

